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I saw rain drops on my window, Joy is like the rain.
Laughter runs across my pain. Slips away and comes again.
Joy is like the rain.

I saw clouds upon a mountain, Joy is like a cloud.
Sometimes silver, sometimes gray. Always sun not far away.
Joy is like the rain.

I saw Christ in wind and thunder, Joy is tried by storm.
Christ asleep within my boat, Whipped by wind, yet still afloat,
Joy is tried by storm.

I saw rain drops on a river, Joy is like the rain.
Bit by bit the river grows, 'til all at once it overflows.
Joy is like the rain. R
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To Love is to know we are not alone
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Rev. Jack C. Longley

Entering a new year is always an exciting time. It’s a time of
new beginnings, new expectations, and even new resolutions to
aim at for the next 365 days.

As a believer, I’'m reminded of those words found in
Revelation 21 : 5, “/ am making everything new! What an
incredible promise... What awesome hope this offers to us. Our
God loves to transform lives and offer them new and glorious

opportunities.

We read these incredible words in 1l Corinthians 5:17, “/f
anyone is in Christ, they are a new creation, the old has gone, the
new has come!” Hallelujah! In the words of that wonderful

spiritual, “Ain’t that a good news?”
It was Fleetwood Mac who wrote the lyrics:

“Don't stop, thinking about tomorrow,
Don't stop, it'll soon be here, ,
It'll be, better than before, e \
Yesterday's gone, yesterday's gone. .
Why not think about times to come,

And not about the things that you've done,
If your life was bad to you,

JEEETWCDDMAC
: DONT STOP
T4 NEVER GOING
¢ BACK AGAIN

Just think what tomorrow will do.
Don't stop, thinking about tomorrow,

Don't stop, it'll soon be here,
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It'll be, better than before,
Yesterday's gone, yesterday's gone.

Don't you look back,

Don't you look back!”

The believer has every reason to be filled with hope. The
great God of the universe sent His one and only Son so that we
can be filled with awesome and incredible anticipation — people
made new by the power of His Spirit — not only as we begin 2017
but every single day of our lives.

The final words of the song have a good message for us:
“Don’t look back!” The Apostle Paul had this in mind when he
wrote: “Not that ... | have already been made perfect, but | PRESS
ON to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me ...
ONE THING | DO: Forgetting what is behind and straining
toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the

prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus!”
(Philippians 3:12-14)
May God bless you richly as you look forward to the

promises that are ours in the New Year. Remember, don’t look
back... But... press on!

The Greatest Love
Esther Hui

An author of a Chinese short story, which was taught in my
middle school, shared her experience of love and concluded that
the love of a mother exceeded the love of Gautama Buddha and
that of Christ. | was not a Christian then and did not know that
the conclusion was partially correct but it definitely left a very
good and deep impression of the love of a mother on me.
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Love is the building block, the very fabric of mankind. It gives
hope to the despairing and strength to the weak, it empowers, it
energizes, and it builds up. The love that God demonstrated at
Calvary while we were yet sinners is beyond words. He knew our
destination after Adam and Eve chose to disobey Him. He knew He
had to take the most drastic action to redeem us. He sent His only
son, Jesus, to die on the cross on our behalf. He restored love and
hope in mankind through Christ’s death and resurrection. He sends
parents to children to experience a glimpse of His agape love.

| am blessed to experience God’s love through Christ and my
parents. My parents are not perfect but they are the best first gift
that God bestowed upon me. My mom was betrothed to my dad
when she was very young but her life took a negative turn when
she became an “orphan” before she turned three. Despite that,
she experienced love through her paternal grandma who raised
her. She demonstrated her love for her grandma when she started
to resourcefully provide for her grandma as a teen. Life was very
difficult and challenging for her: loss of her dad, separated from
her mom, Japanese Occupation, in-laws’ unfavorable treatment,
loss of her first child and later my dad to pneumonia, my brother-
in-law to aneurysm and second sister to cancer ... She was
saddened by all these unfavorable events in her life but God has
been watching over her while molding her at the same time.

| grew up in a Taoist family where we prayed to our
ancestors. Though my first exposure to Christianity was in 1972, |
did not accept Christ as my personal Savior and Lord until 1975
because | did not understand what | read, just like Nicodemus.
Shortly after, my brother also accepted Christ. It was very difficult
for my parents because it was a sign of failure and a sign of shame
that two of their three children “abandoned” their god for the
western God — they were heartbroken and they felt ashamed
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before our relatives and neighbors. Despite that, they decided to
accept both of us and my mom would always set aside a chicken
and some dishes for my brother and me because though a Taoist,
she strongly believed Christians should not eat food offered to
ancestors. That was one of the ways she demonstrated her love
for us even though our belief was in conflict with hers.

My parents’ attitude toward Christianity changed over time
and they accepted Christ and were
baptized on May 15, 1983 at the Holy
Grace Presbyterian Church in
Singapore. My mom was
superstitious before accepting Christ
but with the teachings she received
from her church and life experience
with her children, she adjusted and
changed. Even at the age of 92, she is
willing to adjust and change, always

focusing on others, especially those
in her family.

She moved at the age of 90 to
California on August 31, 2014 out of necessity and for my family’s
convenience. Though my mom prefers Singapore to California
because of familiarity and her relatives and friends, she quickly
adjusted to her life in California. Though she does not speak
English or Mandarin, she willingly goes to the Senior Day Care and
participates in all the activities to her best. Due to her choice, she
experiences fun and love in the Senior Day Care and was named
one of the best “students” at her Senior Day Care.

My mom continues to contribute both at home and outside
the home. At home, she manually washes her delicate clothes,
sews, and peels vegetables and fruits. She not only sews for
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herself; she also sewed a dress for me and several plastic seats for
the Senior Day Care. She remembers the birthdays of her children
and grandchildren, and always blesses us with a red envelope.

She is also a good traveler. She is with us whenever we drive
to SoCal. We drove as far as San Diego and the worst journey took
more than 12 hours on the weekend of Thanksgiving when we
returned from SoCal. She also flew with us to Singapore, Ipoh,
Malaysia, and Bangkok, Thailand. She was always happy
throughout the journey.

Sacrificing for us when we were young and volunteering to
take care of our children when they were born and making it as
easy as possible for us when she became dependent are some of
the ways that my mom shows what love is. Yes, the greatest love
that a human can possibly demonstrate. This is also love from
God. God not only demonstrates agape love through Christ, He
continues to demonstrate His love for us through our parents.

Long and Winding Road
Jennifer Wey

This past summer, my mom and | took a road trip from
Michigan to California with my dog, Eliot. The purpose of the
expedition was to bring Eliot to California, while visiting several
magnificent landmarks America has to offer along the way. We
drove for 11 days, saw six national parks, traveled through twelve
states, and added 4,718 miles to my trusty Toyota RAV4.

Day One- We departed Troy, Ml at 10 am and reached
Chicago, IL in time for lunch. After a delicious meal at Lula Cafe,
where we enjoyed beet bruschetta and quesadillas, we made our
way to Wisconsin. I’d planned a hike on the Seven Bridges Trail in
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Grant Park, Milwaukee, but shortly after crossing the border, the
skies turned murky grey and opened with an alarming rapidity. The
rain fell so copiously that | had to switch my windshield wipers to
panic-mode, and it looked as if the car was waving in hysterical
desperation. Luckily, Eliot slept soundly through the storm, and we
survived the drive. Instead of hiking, we headed directly for our
hotel in Madison and ate a good amount of the snacks we packed—
crackers, cereal bars, sweet potatoes, peanut butter sandwiches,
various fruits and veggies, and hard-boiled eggs.

Day Two- The weather was more merciful, and everything
went according to plan. We drove from Madison to Minnehaha
Park in Minneapolis, MN, where we hiked a fairly exciting trail
that led to a waterfall. Our second stop was Falls Park in Sioux
Falls, SD, where there were more majestic waterfalls. During the
eight hours of driving, we began a Beatles marathon, which
covered all eight years of the band’s recorded albums.

Day Three- We arrived at Badlands National Park around
11:30am, and it was 95 degrees. We proceeded through the
Northeast Entrance and drove Loop Road, which brought us
through the entire park in two hours. If | were to describe the
badlands in three words, I'd use “outer space” and “bizarre.”
When nobody else is around, it’s like being on another planet. We
exited the park with plenty of daylight left, so we visited Custer
State Park in Black Hills National Forest, SD. We took a hike
around Sylvan Lake, which was beautiful and made the visit
worthwhile. However, during our drive up, my mom kept
commenting on a giant, mushroom-shaped cloud to the right of
the mountain. As we were hiking, we heard distant thunder, and
as we were preparing to leave, the sky darkened ominously. We
had just turned onto a winding narrow road leading down the
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mountain when it started hailing. It sounded like gunshots hitting
my car, and | had to pull over, along with a cluster of other
terrified drivers. In minutes, the temperature dropped from 84 to
48 degrees, and there were dime-sized pellets of ice scattered all
over the ground. Eliot was alarmed at first, but then he curled up
in a ball and went to sleep. As we inched our way down the
mountain, the hail gradually turned into rain, and as if by magic, it
became sunny and 84 degrees again. We even saw a rainbow!

Day Four- This was what felt like the longest drive, followed
by the most rewarding view. It took six hours to traverse Wyoming,
even though some of the highways had an 80mph speed limit. The
first half of the drive was mind-numbingly dull, with flat expanses
of dried grass and only the occasional bush or herd of cows to keep
us company. We passed a town called Highland with a population
of 10. Luckily the scenery livened up eventually. Colorful
mountains rose on either side of the road, and we saw everything
from craggy sand-covered ridges to pastel rolling hills, from
formidable rusty boulders to golden mounds dotted with sprigs of
shrubbery. These drastically contrasting formations sat side by side,
as if completely unaware of their differences. The sky was blue,
and the rainbow of earthy colors was reflected in the clouds above.
After rounding a corner, we spotted the Grand Tetons, a row of
gray mountains. Even from a distance, they were an arresting sight.
They’re like an optical illusion—you keep thinking you’ll arrive at
the base of the mountains at any moment, but in reality, you're
still dozens of miles away. If you visit this national park by car, |
highly recommend traveling via US 26. The views will drop your jaw,
open your eyes, and warm your heart. Bring plenty of snacks, don’t
rely on GPS, and take advantage of gas stations whenever they’re
available. My mom and | particularly enjoyed Jenny Lake Trail.
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Day Five- Yellowstone National Park is enormous. We
entered through the East Entrance at 9am, drove maybe 5/8 of
the scenic loop, and didn’t exit the park until 7pm. Yellowstone is
like the Disney World of national parks, because there are so
many different features and attractions. But the overarching
theme is the giant volcano that erupted three times in the past
two million years, and its visible effects- the canyons, geysers, hot
springs, rivers, and more. There is also tons of wildlife. We saw
herds of bison, some close enough to reach out the car window
and touch. When we finally exited the park, we planned for a
much-anticipated “real dinner” at a restaurant in Bozeman, MT.
About thirty minutes into our drive north, we were brought to a
screeching halt by a line of traffic that was backed up at least half
a mile. Nobody was moving, and everyone’s engine was turned off.
We ended up sitting for over an hour, clueless as to what was
going on. The guy behind me got out of his truck and clomped
into the bushes to pee. Another guy perched himself on a rock,
pulled out his guitar, and started strumming. After a swarm of
boys charged by, playing a game of Tag, | figured there was time
to take Eliot for a walk. We wandered up and down the line of
cars, asking what was going on (nobody knew). One person even
waded into a nearby river and pulled out a fishing pole. Around
9:30pm, we finally started moving. Dinner was cancelled, and we
spent another night polishing off cereal bars, grapes, and our
fourth box of Triscuits.

Day Six- We arrived at Glacier National Park at 11:30am and
drove Going-to-the-Sun Road, which is a scenic drive as lovely as
its name, with gorgeous overlooks and tons of hikes along the way.
It took us three hours to finish, and the weather was 70 degrees,
with a breeze. This was probably my favorite day of the trip.
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Day Seven- In the morning, we drove from Missoula, MT to
Spokane, WA. Other than walking through Duncan Gardens in
Spokane, we didn’t do any outdoor activities before heading to our
hotel in Wenatchee, WA, because it was a scorching 105 degrees.

Day Eight- John Muir deemed Mount Rainier the “noblest
mountain along the Pacific coast.” It also has the largest number
of glaciers among all the U.S. mountains. There’s a scenic drive
that takes you around the park, and my favorite part is when you
reach Sunrise Point (6400 ft. elevation). We spent six hours there
and stopped for burritos before settling down in Vancouver, WA
for the night.

Day Nine- In the morning, we brought Eliot to Ross Dog Park
in Vancouver, WA, then drove to the International Rose Garden in
Portland, OR. Eliot was adept at stopping to smell the roses—all
the roses. Then we drove five hours to Crescent City, CA and
arrived in time to watch a sunset on the beach.

Day Ten- Our penultimate day on the road brought us to the
mighty trees of Redwood National Park. Everyone should
experience these redwoods once in his/her lifetime. I’'ve never
smelled air so blissfully fresh. From the park’s information center,
we drove down Howland Hill Road, an unpaved twisty path that
carries you through the woods and within inches of the gigantic
redwoods. It was early morning, and almost nobody else was in
the park. It felt intimate, just us and the trees. Then, we took the
highway around the park and down the Pacific Coast Highway,
past foggy beaches and onto winding roads that transformed Eliot
from bright-eyed and enthusiastic to miserable and carsick. He
endured the consecutive hours of ups and downs, elevation
changes, and sharp turns in brave silence, however. We exited the
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park around 2pm and drove five hours to Petaluma.

Day Eleven- We visited Muir Beach, where there are dog-
friendly hiking trails and a beach where Eliot was allowed off-
leash. Then we had lunch in the lovely city of Tiburon, CA. |
ordered clam chowder, and my mom got a grilled salmon
sandwich. From there, it was only a one and a half hour drive
home. The sun was shining, Dave Brubeck was playing softly over
the stereo, and | couldn’t help smiling as the familiar sight of

reddish-gold bridges appeared over the misty, clouded horizon.

Jennifer and Eliot Mom and Eliot

BULLEGE

JUST AHEAD

Kimberly Sern

tick tock tick tock

| stared into the clock; seconds gathered into a minute, and
a minute more passed away, another day had gone by and | felt as
if I had accomplished nothing | huddled on the couch as a
crumpled mass reflecting on the day’s activities:
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Volunteering at the community food cooperative

N

Debating in the university’s ethics bowl team
Interning at the biodiversity center for

. . F =
ecological restoration \\\;\\\/ N
)

Studying for a full course load at school

. \Y% |

5. ?@i\\\ﬁ /

6. 6,7,8,09.. | %[/\ /

Was that enough? Was there more | could
do? | felt as if  had done nothing.
| entered college, expecting my life to immediately undergo
a drastically different albeit positive change. | thought it would be
dissimilar from high school in which grades wouldn’t matter since |
would be truly passionate about all of my classes. Somehow |
would be able to balance every extracurricular and social activity,
enjoying each and every moment. To be fulfilled and integrated
into a productive society, to enter the “adult world,” | would fill my
days excelling in school work, extracurricular activities, personal
health, and a social life that would ultimately lead to a better life
during and after college. Everything would magically fall into place.
Nothing ever just falls into place. College is definitely an

experience. It is a learning experience, where | can grow by
listening to others’ perspectives, dabbling in various interests, and
exploring my surrounding environment. I've learned that, in life,
nothing just falls into place. College is not a place where all
possibilities happen, but a place where any possibility can occur. |
still haven’t found my true passion in life, but | have discovered my
interests and dislikes by trying out multitudes of organizations and
causes. | have found friends that may not last a lifetime, but am
grateful to meet, if only for a minute or more. | have experiences
that | can look back on — pier jumping, mountain camping, the
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funk zone — opportunities | otherwise would not have
encountered if it had not been for college and an open mind. I am
not just a college student with extracurricular activities listed for a
resume, but a human being with interests and ideas backed with a
college education.

Modern society seems to push a general agenda: go to
school, get a job, have a family, all in a certain time and in a certain
order. There’s a checklist to be followed, step by step, task after
task, generation after generation. Ever since childhood, the idea to
succeed was imprinted on our minds — being told to work toward
the goal of success without a clear grasp of what success is.
Sometimes, one is lucky and is told to follow what their hearts
desire as well. But what is the point without having been given the
time and space to figure out what success is or what our hearts want?

College isn’t the time or place where everything falls
perfectly together. But it is the time and place to start figuring it
out. After each obstacle, each new event and experience, | realize
what | want and who | am piece by piece. College is about finding
who you are, figuring out you cannot do everything, and that is
okay. To discover things you like, things you don’t like, people you
like, and people you don’t like, and vice versa, and that is okay. No
matter what happens, as long as you keep going and learn
something new about the world and yourself, things will be okay.

Today, the clock faintly ticks away amid the background
noise as | sit on the couch, watching TV and eating a dinner of rice,
salmon, and spinach.

Today, | taught children about the importance of health at
the local elementary school. | investigated how the long-term use
of alcohol affects the brain in mice. | discovered a new trail and
hung out with my friends at the beach.

Today, | did something and | enjoyed every minute of it.
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God’s Love Shown through Butterflies

Audrey Guo

Sometimes it seems like no matter how many miracles
occur in my life, | still do not always expect the best. A few days
before | went on a prayer retreat this summer, | had read “The
Miracle of Love” by Tim Jordan, M.D. in A 5th Portion of Chicken
Soup for the Soul. In this story, Jordan recalls a Native American
folklore, that when butterfly crosses your path, it symbolizes that
a transformation will take place in your life.

During the drive up to the Santa Cruz mountains, where
the retreat was being held, | kept thinking about Jordan’s story
and how a butterfly not only crossed the path of a young boy that
he was trying to help, but landed directly on the boy’s heart, and
how God’s love is so specific to each and every person.

During the retreat, we had about an hour of alone time
with God, so | found myself talking to God in a field of flowers
about my anxiousness about the coming school year and the
classes that | chose to take, as | knew that they would be
impossible to succeed in without God’s help. All of a sudden, |
realized that a butterfly had flown right in front on my path and
landed on a flower. | immediately thought about Jordan’s story,
but dismissed the idea of the butterfly because it seemed too
great, almost too miraculous. At that moment, God sent a cascade

of about ten butterflies across my

path. Before | knew it, | was ‘ﬁ y

surrounded by butterflies. It was as g‘/ %‘\ / o v{
g)’ = ) \ 4

if God wanted to show me that the

butterfly was not something to % y

disregard and that He had led me
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into that field to show me something and that He would help me
through this upcoming school year and | should let my worries
rest in His hands.

Since | was young, my Sunday school teachers always told
me that God has a plan, and He had a path for us to follow. The
Bible says that God will show me the path of life (Psalm 16:11),
and when God showed me that butterfly, it was as if my steps
were planned by the Lord, and that everything would fall
according to his will. That day, my life transformed beautifully
because | gained a deeper connection with God and got to
experience His miracles that fit me perfectly because He knows all
of us inside and out. God had known that just one butterfly would
not be enough to convince me of what He had wanted to tell me,
so He sent more to prove that the butterflies were not just
coincidences. He makes sure to express His love for us, no matter
how much we might doubt Him or what He has to do in order to
show us that He cares.

Youth Vegas Mission Trip Reflection

Lucy Chang

Vegas was my first mission trip. And | say that with shame
because Jesus does command us to take His Word to the world
(not just our community), and that was just my first time. | also
say it with regret, because | wish | was younger and had done it
earlier. So I'm so proud of all five of the youth students who
seized the opportunity. | know many of them saw the fruits of
saying yes, and I'm sure they will agree with me when | say
mission trips change lives, especially our own lives.

During the trip, God opened up my eyes to see the need of
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people for Him. And though “the harvest is plentiful and the
laborers are few,” He allowed me to meet some very amazing
people who have Christ-like, beautiful, pure hearts for the lost
and the forgotten.

Have you ever seen people you pass by on the streets
through the eyes of Jesus? Have you ever felt great sadness for
“the lost” — even strangers who are lost?

There was one morning we were asked to pack two lunch
bags for the day. One would be our own and the other for a
homeless person. The TAPC team got on a vehicle with some of the
interns and staff, and they took us to an area of Vegas that
probably not many of you guys have been. That’s the area where
the homeless live. Pastor David had shared that the city tries to
keep the homeless away from the touristy areas. This was the area
we went to — the place where the homeless live and try to survive.
I've lived in Berkeley and worked in downtown San Francisco for a
number of years where you see a number of homeless all the time,
but | wasn’t prepared to see the sight that | saw. As the car pulled
up to our destination, | saw a great number of homeless people
just sitting there against the wall. Like any other summer day, it
was over 100 degrees outside. There were so many homeless
people there and so few of us... We walked in pairs. | was with
Audrey. Audrey and | first approached this woman who was sitting
by herself. Her head was down and she was hugging her legs. We
asked her if we could share our lunches with her, and she called
her husband who came over. Their names are Anna and Chris.
Audrey and | sat down with them on the sidewalk, and we all
started eating. Although it was a bit hard to understand him, Chris
shared that they became homeless because he lost his apartment
security deposit money to his friends who scammed him, not just
once, but many times. Anna, who said very little, added that Chris
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also lost money gambling. They are trying to save money that they
get from Social Security in order to get a place to stay. Anna is from
Yugoslavia and unemployed. Although she said very little
throughout the whole conversation, there was one thing she kept
repeating, with tears in her eyes, “I just want to get out of the
streets.” | saw in Anna the face of hopelessness and despair. But |
also felt, despite her circumstances, that God really loved her.
Anna believes in God. | asked her if she prayed to God, and she
said yes. | asked her if we could pray with her, and she said yes.
When | asked her if she had any other prayer requests, she said
she has back pain too. | asked her if | could put my hand on her
back, and her response was “Only if you want to.” So we prayed,
and God was in our midst. We asked that He would rewrite a new
chapter in their lives because they are not His forgotten, but His
beloved. | believe if Jesus was on earth, that’s what He would do as
well — share a meal with a homeless, and intercede to His Father
for His people.

That same evening, we were going out to the streets again
to offer prayer on Fremont Ave, which | believe is the old
downtown of Las Vegas and pray for people you believe God leads
you to. | didn’t like the area at all. The music was loud and heavy
and there were women who were not dressed very appropriately.
| felt like it was a dark place, but yet, you see people walking by,
taking pictures, having a good time. Though the place felt dark, |
also felt God wanted to penetrate through the darkness with the
team that went to pray for strangers. My prayer partner was
Sunny; she is 19 years old, from China, who was serving as an
intern during the summer. She truly shines for Jesus. Her boldness
amazed me. Her passion to share God’s love was contagious. She
was so desperate and yet so excited to talk to anyone, everyone,
about Jesus. We prayed for four groups of people. We’ve met
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tourists, residents, policemen, and we prayed for all of them. No
one turned down prayer. In fact, everyone was so appreciative.
Sunny saw an older woman and she told her how beautiful she
was, because she is God’s creation. We thanked security officers
for protecting the streets, and asked for God to keep them safe in
return. We met a mom with her daughter, tourists from China,
who happen to be from the same small city as Sunny, and they
needed prayer because the daughter was applying for schools
here. Everyone we stopped on Fremont Ave, that place that felt
dark for me, wanted or needed prayer. God was penetrating
through the darkness through prayer warriors.

When we were done and we were waiting for the whole
group to gather up to go back to the base, tears started to come
down uncontrollably. | was so overwhelmed by how much people
need the Lord! | even thought about Anna and Chris at that time.
So many people need Him. And | asked myself, “You have been a
Christian all your life. | was one of the blessed ones who was born
into a devout Christian family. But what have | been doing all this
time while people are lost?” Sunny saw me, and | told her how
ashamed | was that that day was the first time | actually talked to
homeless people and prayed for them. That was the first time |
prayed for strangers. Since that day, | have been praying that God
would give me a heart for people, that | would be able to see
them the way He sees them. Like the lyrics of the song “Hosanna”
(that EM sings a lot), “Break my heart for what breaks yours,
everything | am for your Kingdom’s cause.” | want God to open
my heart and see people’s needs through His eyes, and | want
God to make me bold and compassionate enough to pray for
these people.

Last year, | shared through an article on the newsletter how
much the Oregon trip to visit Karen and Doug changed my life, my
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prayer life, especially. And | thought at that time | grew a little bit
in my relationship with God, and | was getting just a little bit
closer to being the type of Christian He wants me to be. But
during this trip, God moved that target so much further, because,
| tell you, there is so much to our relationship with God, so much
you can experience from Him than you can ever imagine. Don’t
settle for being the Sunday Christian — go to church on Sunday to
worship and serve a little here and there. It’s easy to become
lukewarm, where being a Christian is no longer exciting and
becomes just a label. God wants us to experience Him to the
fullest; and He wants to stretch us to do great things for Him, like
pray or be a blessing for strangers if He puts that in your heart to
do so. That’s why events like prayer meetings, retreats, mission
trips, outreach, special seminars are so important. They help you
give depth to your Christian life, because there is so much more
He wants you to see and experience, even through encounters
with strangers. “Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to
show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares.” —Hebrews 13:2.

After | got back home | was telling God, “OK, | prayed for
strangers, but | didn’t change their lives. | didn’t give Anna or Chris
money, for example. | didn’t find them a home. Did all that make
a difference?” And that same evening, when | was doing my quiet
time, | read this: “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter
seed on the ground. He sleeps and rises night and day, and the
seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how.” —Mark 4:26-27. The
ESV translation says a man “should” scatter seed. It’s our duty to
scatter seed. And the seed grows, we don’t know when or how
exactly, because it's God’s work to ensure the growth. | don’t
know today whether the time we spent with those people we’ve
met on the streets bore fruits, but | know God is faithful. There

81



are times | continue to pray for Anna and Chris and for the many
people we've met through “divine appointments.” God will take
care of the growth.

| am very appreciative of the church members’ financial and
prayer support. Thank you! It was very encouraging to see that we
were being “sent out” with strong support at home. | will never
forget the people | met in Vegas. This was an incredible
experience, and it was very
memorable to have done it with
Pastor David and 5 youth
students. God indeed did have
something planned for each and
everyone of us who went on
this trip, and I’'m certain we’ve
all “received” much more than

what we’ve “given.”

Faithful Presence
Jennifer Wey

| had the unexpected opportunity this fall to lead a small
group for the first time. Luckily, a friend of mine led with me, but
due to our busy schedules, our group was only able to meet five
times in eight weeks, before the series was over. We were literally
a “small” group — five guys, with me as the only girl. We started
off each meeting with worship; two guys played guitar, | brought
my violin, and we usually did three songs before opening in prayer.

The series was titled “Faithful Presence” and focused on the
ceaseless, unconditional presence of the Lord in every aspect of
our lives. The first week was introductory, where we played
icebreakers and discussed small group “rules” (prioritizing our
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meetings, equal participation, mutual respect, confidentiality, and
accountability). We also studied Psalm 46 and noted that God
calls us to “be still” when experiencing Him. | was struck by how
humble yet open our members were, sharing intimate moments
when they felt God’s presence most. One person told us that he’d
been homeless for a few months in the past year, and although it
was a low point in his life, he felt persistent joy and peace that
could only have come from God’s abiding presence.

Week two centered on the Eucharist. | didn’t even know
what Eucharist meant until preparing for our meeting; 1
Corinthians describes it as “community in God'’s presence.” My co-
leader and | struggled to connect the physical acts of Eucharist
(inviting others over for meals, sharing belongings with your
community etc.) with Jesus and the reason behind Communion.
First we discussed the patterns of meals in our daily lives, and
everyone confessed to eating the majority of their meals alone or
with only one other person. We questioned what kept us from
inviting others into our lives on a regular basis, and identified busy
schedules, limited resources, and personal insecurities as the
main reasons. Then we tried to define “sufficiency,” and realized
that regardless of our earthly possessions or status, we are
sufficient in the eyes of God. Breaking earthly bread with others is
not as important as sharing the bread of life (i.e. Jesus) with
others. Taking communion at church is not only a communal act
with those around you but also an act in which you feel God’s
strong presence. The world was created hungry and longs for
Eucharist, both in human companionship and spiritual guidance.

| was out of town during week three. The theme was
reconciliation, and the Bible passage was Matthew 18:15-20.

Week four focused on the phrase “being with the least of
these,” from Matthew 25:45. At one point, we were troubled,
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because the way Jesus worded “the least of these” made it seem
as if He was looking down upon those to whom He referred,
calling them “least.” One person pointed out the difference
between being aware/observant versus judging. Jesus may have
used the term “least” from observing those with the fewest
earthly possessions and comforts, rather than labeling them as
the least worthy. In this way, Jesus led us by example to notice
the marginalized, rather than casting our eyes away and
remaining inactive. Wronging any of God’s creations (through
ignorance or otherwise) is equal to wronging God, and helping
any of God’s creations is to acknowledge and celebrate His
presence.

The final week was titled, “The World Longs for Good News,”
and was meant to lead into Advent. First, we defined the term

)

“gospel.” The official definition is “a proclamation or
announcement of the teachings of Jesus, and a record of his life.”
We identified the common confusion between optimism that the
gospel brings and the reality of the gospel. While it is important to
identify hope and joy in general that our lives are blessed with, it
is also important to identify in our lives the specific reality of Jesus
entering the world thousands of years ago, suffering at the hands
of His people, and dying on the cross for our sins. One person said
that it is easier to pinpoint God’s relevance in his life than the
relevance of the gospel/Jesus’s life. As
Christians, we believe that all good things

Living a Life of

come from God; if we are vigilant, anything Faithful

Presence

positive ought to remind us of His presence.
But in what instances are we reminded

specifically of Jesus’s time on earth?
| remembered a passage from a book called The Hiding Place
that | recently read. In it, a woman and her sister suffered in a
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WWII concentration camp; they were stripped of all belongings
and dignity, but managed to retain pages of an old Bible, which all
the prisoners would gather and read to one another secretly, in
the middle of the night. “In darkness God’s truth shines most
clear,” the author wrote. Later in the story, the women were
forced to remove their clothes while standing in line for showers,
and as the German guards ridiculed them, the author
remembered that in His last days, Jesus also endured mockery as
His clothes were stripped. That specific experience in the author’s
life brought her closer to Jesus and the gospel, and she prayed to
God thanking Him for such an opportunity.

Reflections of 30

Ken Shen Robinson (Pei Sern's nephew)

How much money can someone make in 30 years?
How many new friends could
you meet? How many new
places could you travel to? How
many people could you help?

This year I’'m turning 30.

My grandpa was locked away on
Green Island for 32 years, a remote prison off the coast of Taiwan.
He was locked away for longer than I've existed on this planet. He
never killed anyone. He never even harmed a single person. When
he was arrested, he simply felt that the new military government
that took control of the island was unfair to the people of Taiwan.
His crime was that he didn’t keep his mouth shut, that he
wasn’t afraid to say it out loud. He wasn’t afraid to criticize an
oppressive government, and he didn’t want to see his era of

Taiwanese society regress.
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Have you ever had a time when you felt your government
was wrong? Have you ever felt that there were some laws that
were unfair? Have you ever felt like the political system in your
country was a mess? Did you ever open your mouth and say
something about it?

When he was arrested, he was around 31 years old. | find
myself wondering — if | were to protest my government today and
be arrested for exercising freedom of speech, and then be locked
up on Green Island for 32 years, how would | feel? Would | try to
resist political brainwashing the way he did? Would | miss the
people | could no longer see? Would | regret it? Would | become
angrier? Afterward, what kind of person would | resemble?

After he left Green Island, everyone continued to keep their
mouths shut. They were afraid the government would take him
away again, because originally the military government didn’t
even want to give him his freedom. However, the government
was pressured by international society to do something about its
human rights violations, so the government later let my grandpa
leave the country.

At that time, Taiwanese society actually had a lot of people
who simply kept their mouths shut about these issues. The reason
I’'m writing about my grandpa’s experience isn’t politics — the
reason | decided to visit Green Island this year to see what he
went through isn’t for the sake of blaming others. The reason I’'m
writing about him is simply to help a few people who are no
longer with us tell their story.

The world we face today also has human rights violations,
and there still exist people who would rather not let us have our
freedom of speech — but | believe that human rights and freedom
of speech are incredibly important to protect.

When | went to the human rights museum that now exists at
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Green Island, | started to talk to the personnel inside and brought
up the story of my grandpa. | saw that inside the museum there
were numerous photos of victims from that era who suffered
similar human rights violations, but there wasn’t a photo of my
grandpa.

| asked the personnel if | could add his photo to the
collection, and they agreed to help me add it to the exhibit. | felt
elated, because | felt that perhaps his story would not be
forgotten — perhaps those 32 years wouldn’t be completely
wasted.

Although he already left Green Island and already passed
away, his name and photo will always be inside the human rights
museum, and he can still help society learn from past mistakes.

As for myself moving forward, | must remember to cherish
and make the most of the next 32 years in my life, because he
didn’t have the same opportunity that | have today.

Eulogy of Kevin Lin

Andrea Lin

Thank you for allowing me here to honor and celebrate the
life and accomplishments of my father, Kevin Lin. | would like to
thank each and every one of you for your support and prayers for
my family over the past year. Id like to share with you about the
father | remember. Some of you had your own relationship and
memory with my father. | don’t presume to know the man that
you knew. However, | hope that, in this eulogy that | am about to
deliver, we will recognize some part of the man that we all knew.

My father was honest and humble. He was a man with
dignity and respect. He was reliable and responsible. He was a
man you could count on. He had compassion and empathy. He
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was thoughtful and considerate which allowed him to be able to
look at the world through someone else’s eyes and stand in their
shoes. He has taught me and my sister to have the same ethics,
morals, and values in our lives.

My father was very devoted and committed to this family.
He loved his wife and his children unconditionally. He may not
have had a lot, but he gave us everything that he had. | have to
say that | would probably never be able to find another man who
loves me more than my father does. And | am thankful to my
mother for finding me and my sister the most wonderful father
that we could have ever wished for.

My father cherished the time he spent with us. The four of
us were always together no
matter what we do or where
we went. We have created
lots of memories that will be
forever imprinted in our
hearts and will never be
diminished by time and

distance.

| am thankful that my parents have made the right decision
by coming to America. Without them, without their supports and
encouragement, my sister and | would not be who we are today.
We know deeply that my father has never been prouder and
happier being here with us, and see us flourish and grow into
mature young adults who are not afraid of challenges, and will
continue to thrive. We made him proud, and we will make him
prouder.

He was and is and will always be the best husband, dad,
friend that we could ever ask for. He will live on in our hearts, for
all eternity.
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Dear brothers and sisters,

TAPC has seen many ups and downs through 2015 and 2016. By the
grace of our Lord, we have survived the difficulties and are able to worship
together in the sanctuary God has given us. Thanks to the Lord, when we
were in need, He brought Pastor Andrew Tsai back to TAPC again, after all
these years, to become our interim pastor. Pastor Tsai has helped us
tremendously in many areas, e.g., in worship services and setting a clear
goal for the future of our EM ministry.

This newsletter was scheduled to be published in September but we
failed to deliver due to lack of articles. Special thanks goes to brother Calvin
and sister Sylvia who volunteered to take on the tough tasks of asking for
articles and art works, editing, and proofing. Also we appreciate every
brother and sister who devoted their time to share their testimonies and
experiences in writing with all of us, as well as those who provided precious
photos, so that we could finish most of the editing by the end of 2016 and
have the newsletter published in early 2017. We hope with this hefty
newsletter (88 pages) we can share experiences, get to know our church
better, get closer to God, and be of one mind in proclaiming the gospel in
our ministries..
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